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Extrusion: Permanent printing on soft PVC 
LEIBINGER provides a specialist ink for cable marking 
 
Tuttlingen (Germany) / March 28, 2024 – The marking of strands, cables, 
sheathed cables or even pipes, hoses and profiles made of soft PVC in a 
wear resistant manner presents a challenge to the cable and extrusion 
industry. An ink developed by printer specialist LEIBINGER is resistant to 
plasticizers and also prevents the transfer of printing ink to neighboring 
cables. 
 
To mark materials reliably, two components need to mesh like the gears of a 
well-oiled machine: Printer technology and printer ink. Which is why, in 
contrast to various other players on this market, LEIBINGER develops and 
produces its own inks. These include a special black ink for the printing of 
extruded products. 
 
Challenges presented by the printing of soft PVC 
 
Extruded products such as cables, sheathed cables, hoses, pipes or profiles 
primarily comprise polyvinyl chloride (PVC). Depending on their application, 
they are mixed with plasticizers, also known as ’softeners’. After production, 
the printed cables are usually coiled onto reels. Due to ‘plasticizer migration’, 
an imprint or ‘transfer print’ may appear on the neighboring cable when it is 
being unwound at a later date. To prevent this, LEIBINGER has a specialist ink 
for use on PVC. 
  
LEIBINGER’s PVC ink adheres where it is meant to 
 
LEIBINGER has developed a special ink for cable marking and meter marking 
of extruded goods, one that adheres reliably to PVC materials. This ink is 
resistant to plasticizers which means it can prevent the effect described 
above of accidental transfer prints. With a Blue Wool Scale (BWS) ranking of 8, 
it also possesses exceptional UV stability. This is particularly important, to 
name just one example, when used on window spacers. In addition, this ink 
dries very rapidly which makes it ideally suited to high-speed applications. The 
PVC ink article number is 70000-00165. 
 
Here you will find more information about the LEIBINGER portfolio of inks and 
printers at www.leibinger-group.com  
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LEIBINGER has developed a special ink 
for cable marking and meter marking 
of extruded goods, one that adheres 
reliably to PVC materials.  
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About Paul Leibinger GmbH & Co. KG (LEIBINGER) 
LEIBINGER is a globally operating specialist in coding & marking systems with 
headquarters in Tuttlingen, Baden-Württemberg (Germany). The third-
generation family-run company, founded in 1948, develops and produces 
industrial inkjet printers as well as inks for various applications – with a 
workforce of close to 300. Innovative technologies and an exceptionally high 
standard of quality are what distinguish LEIBINGER’s advanced coding & 
marking solutions. As the inventor of a disruptive nozzle sealing technology 
LEIBINGER is transforming the industry’s experience working with Continuous 
Ink Jet (CIJ), leading to greater productivity in the manufacturing of food and 
industrial products – with tens of thousands of successful installations 
worldwide. A global network with some 150 distribution partners and 
subsidiaries in the US and China ensures that LEIBINGER is ideally positioned 
to maintain close relationships with its many customers worldwide. 


